Annex Il

Four groups of varieties existing in Europe as per the current regulatory framework

Formal seed sector under official regulation, registered varieties, registered suppliers

Officially tested by governmental bodies

High-performance
varieties

Varieties with some
genetic variation

Hybrids and special OP*

OP varieties

varieties
*High uniformity
*High productivity

* OP = open pollinated

* Bred using traditional and
/ or organic methods
*With satisfactory but not
complete uniformity
*Satisfy yield criteria

Not officially tested,
private description

Amateur and

Conservation
varieties

Target groups; usage

Professional farmers and gardeners; food production
in both intensive and low-input farming systems

Reqgulation

Current DUS-criteria, compulsory VCU for cereals etc.,

(basis for variety-protection)

OP varieties

*Bred using traditional and
/ or organic methods
Less uniform

*Less productive

*Broader genetic diversity
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Amateurs and farmers;
niche markets targeting

special food quality and
biodiversity

Current amateur and
conservation regulations
with adapted DUS criteria,

no VCU (i.e. protection not
possible)

Informal seed sector
Not covered by
regulations;

varieties not registered;
no commercial exchange

Seed savers’ and

farmers’ varieties
and landraces

OP varieties and lines
*Traditional heritage seed
*Regional adaptation
through broad genetic
diversity

*No official variety
description, though
descriptions are privately
maintained

Traditional, non-
commercial markets
and seed exchange, for

special food quality and
broad agricultural
biodiversity

No requlations




Annex Il
Four groups of varieties existing in Europe as per the proposed regulatory framework (a
modified version of the EC’s Scenario 4)

Informal seed sector

Formal seed sector under official regulation, registered varieties, registered suppliers

Excluded from scope of
legislation, no registation, but

Officially tested by governmental bodies Not officially tested,

officially legalised for sale
under special conditions*

or privately tested under official supervision private description

Seed savers’ and
farmers’ varieties

High-performance Varieties with genetic Niche market

varieties variation varieties
and landraces
Hybrids and special OP* Population varieties OP varieties OP varieties and lines
varieties * Bred using traditional and *Bred using traditional Wlheritageseed
*High uniformity / or organic methods and / or organic methods  Regional adaptation
*High productivity *Specialised *Less uniform through high genetic diversity
characterisation eLess productive « Privately maintained; no
Satisfy yield criteria *Broader genetic diversity official recognition or

* OP = open pollinated *With special qualities

description

Target groups; usage

Professional farmers;
food production oriented

Target groups; usage

Amateurs, niche markets,
traditional private markets,

Professional farmers; food
production for special
qualities, enhanced organic
production, increasing
biodiversity

Amateurs and farmers,
niche markets; special
food qualities, preserving
and increasing
biodiversity

towards yield
maximisation

seed exchange; special food
qualities, preserving and
increasing biodiversity

Regulation

Adapted and less stringent " ati
DUS criteria, no VCU No requlations

Current strict DUS Adapted DUS criteria,
criteria, VCU optional optional / less stringent

(protection not possible); *special conditions:
current Conservation *Supplier not registered
registration cancelled! *Direct sale to end user

(basis for variety VCU (limited form of
protection) variety protection possible)
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