
Associate Members 

 Partick Catinaud, Reseau Semences 
Paysannes (FR) 

 Christoph Grieder, Agroscope (CH) 
 Dirk Reheul, University of Gent (BE) 
 Franziska Löschenberger, Saatzucht 

Donau GmbH & CoKG (AT) 
 Maria Finckh, University of Kassel (DE) 
 Dominique Desclaux, INRA  (FR) 
 Aina Kokare, AREI (LV) 
 Bart Vosselman, De Bolster (NL) 
 Bram Weijland, Bejo Seeds (NL) 
 Gunter Backes, University of Kassel (DE) 
 Thomas Döring, Univ. Bonn (DE) 
 Bernd Horneburg, Georg-August-

University Göttingen (DE) 
 Kostas Koutis, AEGILOPS (GR) 
 Veronique Chable, INRA (FR) 
 Pedro Mendes Moreira, ESAC  (PT)  
 Peter Miko, Hung. Acad. Sciences (HU)  
 Maria Megyeri, Hung. Acad. Sciences (HU) 
 Barbara Maria Rudolf, Saat:gut  (DE) 
 Kirsten Arp, Bundesverband Naturkost 

Naturwaren BNN (DE) 
 Isabelle Goldringer, INRA (FR) 
 Steffi Zimmer, IBLA (LX) 
 Kaija Habala, LUKE (FN) 
 Edith Lammerts van Bueren, WUR (NL) 
 Adrian Rodriguez-Burruezo, UPV (ES) 
 Marcel van Diemen, Vitalis (NL) 
 Christoph Barendregt, DSP (CH) 
 John Burrows, Pro-Veg Seeds (UK) 
 Benjamin Olatilo, WWOOF, Nigeria 
 Simon von Siebenthal, Seed Saver (DK) 
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The European Consortium for Organic Plant 
Breeding (ECO-PB) was founded in 2001 with 
the aim of promoting organic plant breeding 
and building up an independent expertise. As 
a non-profit association the main purpose is to 
foster organic agriculture, protect the 
environment and conserve agrobiodiversity 
through plant breeding programmes designed 
specifically for the needs of organic farming 
systems. Therefore, the main focus areas of 
the European Consortium for Organic Plant 
Breeding (ECO-PB) include: 

 Initiating, supporting and maintaining 
organic plant breeding programs 

 Developing and investigating the concepts, 
scientific basis and financial tools for 
organic plant breeding 

 Developing and promoting appropriate 
standards, practice and legal frameworks 
for organic plant breeding 

 Providing a platform for exchange of 
knowledge and experience on organic plant 
breeding to European breeders, farmers, 
researchers and policy makers, as well as 
other IFOAM organizations 

 Carrying out meetings and workshops on 
organic seed and organic plant breeding 
issues 

 Providing discussion papers on plant 
breeding issues to support decision making 
processes 

Principles 

ECO-PB works under the principles of organic 
agriculture as laid down in the IFOAM Basic 
Standards and the EU Regulation (EEC) 
2092/91 and respects the breeding methods 
allowed in the IFOAM Position Paper of 2017. 

  

ECO-PB is member of 

 the IFOAM International Federation of 
Organic Agriculture Movements and 

 the IFOAM EU group 

 the IFOAM SEED PLATFORM 

 

 

Further Information / Contact 

ECO-PB website:  www.eco-pb.org 

For further information please contact: 
Dr. Monika Messmer 
European Consortium for Organic Plant 
Breeding (ECO-PB)  
c/o Research Institute of Organic Agriculture 
(FiBL),  
Ackerstrasse 113, CH-5070 Frick, 
Switzerland 
 
Phone: +41-628650443 
monika.messmer@fibl.org 
 

Membership 

The ECO-PB offers two membership options 
for organisations and individuals that are 
actively engaged in the development and 
promotion of organic plant breeding. 

 Full Membership (including voting rights): 
Open to organisations and enterprises that 
are predominantly engaged in the 
development and promotion of organic 
plant breeding, seed production or organic 
agriculture. 
The annual membership fee is € 1000. 

 Associate Membership (without voting 
rights): 
Open to all persons and organisations that 
are predominantly engaged in the 
development and promotion of organic 
plant breeding, seed production or organic 
agriculture such as farmers, breeders, 
researchers and persons involved in 
education, consulting, certifying, promotion 
and advocacy. 
The annual membership fee is €50. 


